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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


In this number we complete the report of the 
last Quarterly Meeting of the Council. The sub- 
jects referred to are :—the work of the Committee 
on Hereditary Unsoundness and the Report sent to 
the Royal Agricultural Society ; the Report of the 
Registration Committee; the Report of the Court 
of Examiners; the Obituary Notices; and the time 
of our next Examinations. 

The next Examinations were fixed to take place— 
in London on May 14th, and in Scotland on May 
21st. 

The Report of the Court of Examiners was “ taken 
as read,” sec we know nothing of what that body 
thinks or says. Possibly the Council considers 
such a subject of no importance, or, it may be, of 
such importance that its publication is inadvisable. 
We can assure them that the actions of the Hx- 
amining Body are of great interest to the profession, 
and that the time has arrived when the Council 
will be expected to show an intelligent interest 
in the tests now applied to candidates for the 
diploma. 

The Report of the Registration Committee was 
read,“and we gather from the few remarks made 
upon it that some steps have been taken to correct 
the list of registered practitioners, This correction 
is done by the simple process of sending each man 
a letter, and if no reply be received, sending a 
registered letter asking if his name and address be 
properly stated. The result is the discovery that 
105 are either dead or do not answer, and their 
names are removed from the register. A precisely 
similar course is applicable to the list of Members, 
and might have been carried out at the same time 
without adding any great strain to the labours of 
the Committee. Our own list stands far more in 
need of correction than the more recent one of 
practitioners, and we cannot but say that in not 
attending to it the Council has been guilty of un- 
pardonable negligence. 


The Report of the Committee on ‘ Hereditary 
Unsoundness” led to very little discussion, because 
the Council wisely determined to accept the opinion 
of the profession as evidenced by the returns to the 
Circular issued some time ago. Professor Brown 
narrowed the question down to a comparatively 
simple point by stating that what the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society and the Horse Commission desired 
was not a definition of heredity, but a list of diseases 
that the profession “intended for the future to 
accept as legitimate causes for disqualifying animals 
for breeding purposes.” The following were 
named :—Roaring, Whistling, Side-bone, Ring-bone, 
Navicular Disease, Curb, Bone Spavin, Bog Spavin, 
Grease, Shivering, Cataract. Whilst not quite con- 
vinced of the transmissibility of all these diseases, 
we are quite prepared to ‘sink our individual opinion 
and accept the verdict of the majority of the pro- 
fession. We trust that every member who may be 
called upon to act in the Show Yard will adopt this 
list until it can be demonstrated that any disease 


on it is not transmissible, and until such demonstra- 
tion be authoritatively accepted. Had the Council 
been content to have gone no further we think they 
would have done well, but, in their letter to the 
Societies, they go on to say, “ The Council also con- 
sider that under certain circumstances the under- 
mentioned diseases shall be deemed to justify the 
rejection of an animal for breeding purposes :— 
Splint, Stringhalt, Contracted Feet, Weak Feet, 
Bursal Enlargements (such as Thoroughpin and 
Windgalls).” This addition of diseases, qualified by 
an indefinite reference to ‘certain conditions,” at once 
introduces all the old elements of uncertainty. If 
the second list is to be accepted by the authorities 
at Shows it will be necessary for the Council to 
arrive at some decision concerning the “ certain 
circumstances.” No list will meet with every man’s 
approval, and dissatisfaction will arise, as before, 
if the veterinary official is given the power to dis- 
qualify an animal, Our idea is that the veterin- 
arian should only act as an expert giving his 
opinion to the judges for their guidance. Under 
such an arrangement all the first list would dis- 
qualify simply by their existence, whilst the second 
list would only disqualify when the professional 
expert satisfied the judges that “certain con- 
ditions ” existed which aggravated the probabilities 
and dangers of transmission. We decidedly think 
too, that proof of non-transmission of disease as 
evidenced by the production of sound offspring 
should not be accepted as upsetting veterinary 
opinion, unless such freedom from disease be de- 
monstrated in a second generation. 


Since our Council sent their letter, a meeting of 
the Council of the Royal Agricultural Society has 
been held, and we regret to hear the questivn of 
transmissible disease was not discussed. ‘The reason 
for this was that it could not be acted upon at the 
forthcoming show of thoroughbred stallions—entries 
having already closed on conditions which cannot 
be altered. It seems a pity that our Council should 
not have returned an answer sooner. Nothing was 
done till the October meeting, when a committee 
was appointed. Between that date and January 
circulars were sent out, replies received and tabu- 
lated, and perhaps two meetings of committee held. 
We cannot but think that much unnecessary delay 
was permitted, and a grand opportunity of demonstra- 
ting our professional utility almost wasted. 

We this week announce meetings of three 
Veterinary Medical Associations that, strange to say, 
have each selected Friday the 22nd fur their gather- 
ing. This is a little unfortunate, as some men who 
would like to have attended more than one are now 
prevented. If the members of these Societics will 
not think us presumptuous, we would offer just three 
words of advice. They announce that one subject of 
their deliberations will be the selection of a candi- 
date for representation on the Council :—Be sure you 
know your candidate’s views upon all questions. 
Select a real representative of the practitioner. Ex- 
act a promise of opposition to the holding of dual 
appointments as examiner and councilman, 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


POST.MORTEM APPEARANCE OF 
GLANDERS-FARCY., 


By C. J. Humrurey, F.R.C.V.S., Wandsworth. 


The following notes are based upon an experience 
of many hundreds of post-mortem examinations 


made by me as an inspector under the Contagious 


Diseases (Animals) Act in the Metropolis. The 
chief lesions are found in the lungs and head, and 
vary a good deal in kind and in quantity. 

The Head.—During life only a portion of the 
Schneiderian membrane can be examined, even by 
the aid of a reflector; and in some instances a very 
small portion indeed, as in cases of horses with 
small, tight nostrils, and those with swollen in- 
filtrated and oedematous naves. The indications 
to be gathered from the condition of the nasal 
mucous membrane may be conveniently arranged 
as follows, its colour, infiltration, ulceration, and 
cicatrices. 

Its colour varies: In acute cases the colour is 
sometimes not much altered, or it may be congested 
or inflamed, exhibiting the characteristic rodent 
ulcer. Again the Schneiderian membrane may 
look healthy but one observes small (generally cir- 


cular) patches of the membrane raised and swollen 


and of a yellowish tint, when on the removal of 
the raised portion, the ‘rodent ulcer is often recog- 
nised, ‘The Schneiderian membrane may present 
a blue, slate, or livid hue, which colour is usually 
distributed throughout its whole surface. There 
may or may not be any ulceration, but the 'mem- 
brane is always swollen and infiltrated. This 
livid colour of the membrane is most marked down 
the median line, and is due to the poisoned state 
of the blood. Its direct cause is the congestion of 
the veins—the larger vessels being in the median 
line accounts for the colour in this situation being 
most marked. I may here mention that a very 
similar colour is sometimes to be seen on examin- 
ing the Schneiderian membrane of very old and 
poor horses, 

In all cases of this infiltrated form, and those of 
clinical interest, the head should be removed and 
split up, the septum can then be bodily removed 
and we are enabled to see the condition of almost 
the whole of the mucous membrane. Many cases 
of glanders which have, during life, only shown an 
infiltrated mucous membrane have, on section of the 
head, presented at the posterior portion of the 
septum numerous ulcerations, 

The Uleer.—The ulcer of Glanders is characteris- 
tic. It is a rodent angry-looking sore, usually 
circular, with well-defined, generally indurated 
margins. 

This induration of the margins gives the ulcers 
a deep pit-like appearance, as if the membrane had 
been removed by a punch. The bottom of the 
ulcer presents a rough granular aspect. They 
show very little inclination to resolution, but often 
spread, and become confluent. I have observed an 
ulcerative patch extending over four inches. 


| 


In some cases only one ulcer is discernible during 
life; but on section of the head, the posterior 
portion reveals numerous ulcerations, and one is 
often surprised at the extent of the ulcerative 
process. I have seen perforations in the septum 
the size of a shilling, the mucous membrane cover- 
ing the turbinated bones also much ulcerated, and 
the turbinated bones themselves diseased. I 
have found the characteristic ulceration of the 
mucous membrane of the larynx and trachea when 
there has only during life been discolouration and 
infiltration of the Schneiderian membrane. 

Cicatrices—With regard to scars on the nasal 
mucous membrane, they appear as pearly white 
shining cicatrices, generally irregular and somewhat 
stellated. Of themselves they are not diagnostic, 
although certainly suspicious looking. Their ir- 
regular, but somewhat stellated appearance, I 
attribute to the contraction of the fibrous tissue 
which constitutes the reparative material. 

The Lungs and Trachea.—I have already stated 
that ulceration is often to be found on the mucous 
membrane of the trachea. 

The Pulmonary Lesions.—These are extremely 
various, and in my opinion this variableness de- 
pends upon the sthenic or asthenic form of the 
disease, and the time or duration that these lesions 
have had to undergo various pathological changes. 
Firstly.—The outward appearance of the lung may 
be perfectly normal, or there may be opacity and 
thickening of the pleura-pulmonalis, there may 
also be floculi or bands of lymph attached, generally 
in a group. The lungs may also present, in patches 
or generally diffused, dark hemorrhagic spots 
beneath the pleura-pulmonalis, which ‘may be re- 
garded as so many different centres where the 
micro-organisms have become located—acting as 
emboli and starting inflammatory action around 
them as a centre. In other cases these small 
hemorrhagic infarcts may be entirely absent. We 
may find larger lesions from the size of millet or 
hemp seeds to that of a pea or even an ordinary 
bean. On looking at this condition of lungs, one 
can often observe small rounded prominences of the 
pleura, and if a bucket of water be poured over the 
organs a most characteristic sensation is felt, by 
the fingers being gently passed over the lungs, as 
if into the lurg substance were imbedded small 
seeds or peas. These can very often be distinctly 
felt in the lung tissue when the outward appearance 
is quite normal. If these glanderous nodules, or 
tubercules as they are frequently called, be cut 
through, they are found to vary in appearance. In 
some cases presenting a dark centre with an inflam- 
matory zone which is gradually lost in the sur- 
rounding pulmonic tissue. Others present a light 
centre with an encircling inflammatory zone. 
Whilst we may again observe no inflammatory zone 
at all, the section revealing a well-circumscribed 
nodule, white, pearly, or greyish in appearance, 
enveloped in a fibrous capsule. The contents of 
these nodules are sometimes hard, others under- 
going retrogressive changes, are soft, grumous, OF 
caseous, or, very rarely, calcareous. : 

In other cases these nodules seem to extend in 
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the pulmonic tissue and exert a retrogressive change 
and seem as if they gradually increased in size at 
the expense of the pulmonic tissue, forming abs- 
cesses as it were of various sizes, having usually a 
well-defined fibrous capsule, externally to which 
there is usually no hyperemic or congestive zone. 
The contents are usually very soft and are the 
products due to the retrogressive changes. 


It is my opinion that in all cases the primary 
lesions are always to be found in the lungs, and 
that the outward visible lesions are only secondary. 
I would except a local ulcer on the septum due to 
inoculation with glanderous material as an ex- 
perimental case. I have had the opportunity of 
examining very many diseased lungs and in all 
cases of glanders I have invariably found pulmonic 
lesions varying from mere hemorrhagic infarcts, 
to the well defined greyish white nodules or 
abscesses. 


In a few cases of acute Farcy, I have failed to 
discover any pulmonary lesions, but I attribute 
this to want of thorough search and microscopic 
aid, or to the fact that the case of farcy was pro- 
duced locally from the absorption of the virus 
through the skin, as would result from an ex- 
perimental case. 


What may be learnt from these various conditions 
is I think most important. The incubation is very 
variable. Not only is the ineubative period most 
uncertain, but the period of latency is still more 
uncertain. The development of the external symp- 
toms have no fixed relation to the time the animal 
has been internally diseased, as evidenced by the 
different pathological changes to be observed in one 
set of lungs. In the same lung may be found fresh 
hoemorragic centres, some caseous, hard, and even 
calcareous nodules, indicating most clearly a con- 
siderable period of time. Thus it is evident that 
from the outward lesions, no opinion can be formed 
as to the duration of time the horse has been affected. 
Tt is also sure that as the primary lesions are pul- 
monic changes, no attempt to cure the animal can 
be of any avail. If it be a very slight case of farcy 
outwardly, the lungs may be most extensively 
diseased. 


I have always found precisely the same pulmonic 

lesions in farcy as in glanders, and I cannot from 
the amount of cases I have seen come to any con- 
clusion whatever to enable me even to suggest 
that any set of lungs was removed from a farcy 
as distinct from a glandered horse. This is most 
important, as it points out so unmistakably the utter 
fallacy of keeping cases of farcy. Should the 
outward lesions subside, this so-called “ cured 
case” is internally still diseased, and may com- 
municate the disease to other horses in any stud 
in which he may be stabled. In short you are 
merely keeping alive the disease. 
_ In an outbreak of glanders or farcy in a stud, it 
1s very interesting and instructive to note the con- 
dition of the lungs of all cases slaughtered, as from 
the state and condition of the lung lesions alone can 
any opinion be formed as to the length of time the 
animal has been affected. 


OUR COUNCIL, SCHOOLS ann EXAMINERS. 
By “A Member.” 


The articles on professional politics which have 
occupied your columns for some time past must be 
productive of good ; last week’s article on the above 
subject is clear, and decidedly to the point. I 
believe that the profession as a whole is beginning 
to see the moral disadvantage exercised on it, 
by practically being governed, educated and 
examined by one body of men, who in spite of their 
undoubted integrity and honourable conduct, can- 
not be expected to exercise their numerous functions 
in a perfectly unbiassed manner, It is not reason- 
able to expect that the schools will assist in the 
formation of regulations which appear to press 
hardly on their students, or to nominate as ex- 
aminers men of whom they have no personal know- 
ledge; it is unreasonable to suppose that examiners 
nominated by the schools will not be biassed in 
favour of the schools, or that the council from 
amongst whom many of the former are from time to 
time re-elected are not biassed in favour of their 
examiners, 

I speak of bias in no offensive sense. Spencer, in 
his Sociology, has shewn that bias forms a natural 
and component part of our every day life, no matter 
how free we may think we are from it. A study 
of his Sociology will convince the most unbelieving 
on this point. 

What we have to consider is this :—can our pro- 
fession be ruled, our candidates examined, and our 
schools supervised by men whose individual interests 
are decidedly at stake, without incurring that form 
of bias, from which none of us are free, termed by 
Spencer “unconscious.” I fear we are still but 
human, and that the general social laws which affect 
and govern the majority of mankind apply with 
equal force to the members of the veterinary pro- 
fession, be they examiners, councilmen or teachers. 

I think it is quite evident that the examiners should 
be entirely free from the council—the latter for the 
time being represent the profession, the former are 
the servants of the profession, paid by them for per- 
forming exacting and onerous duties, and to the 
council they should be capable, if required, of 
rendering an account of their stewardship. Ifow can 
this be carried out under existing conditions ? 
Again, the council or the voice of the profession 
must regulate from time to time the education of 
those men anxious to enter its ranks ; some of these 
regulations may appear to press heavily on the 
schools, and are naturally resented by those members 
of the schools who are for the time being sitting in 
judgment on their own institutions. Can any position 
be more ridiculous ? to expect men to accept regula- 
tions which may leave them some hundreds a 
year out of pocket, though such regulations may be 
for the common good of the profession, and the pro- 
tection of the public. There are no rules or regula- 
tions which do not press heavily on somcone, and 
when these are new rules and regulations they press 
with redoubled force. 

What we are bound to have in time, and tha 
sooner the better, is :— . 


| 
j | 
| 
at 
z 
| 
4 ii 
4 
q 
| 
| 
| 
| 
P 
: if | 
| 
hal 
4 
| 
| i 


384 THE VETERINARY RECORD. [February 16, 1889. 


1, A Covncrt, representing all shades of opinion; 
the governing body of the profession, which 
regulates its moral and social laws, appoints 
examiners, but not from amongst its elect, watches 
carefully over the education of veterinary 
students, enacts from time to time laws for the 
benefit of the profession and public, and en- 
courages in every possible way, scientific enquiry 
in all branches of the science and art it 
represents, 


2. Examrvers, elected by the Council, con-. 
stituted entirely of veterinary surgeons ; a body 
of men acting under the direction of the Council, 
responsible to them for the proper performance of 
their duties, unconnected directly or indirectly 
with Council or Schools, elected for a period 
of two years, but eligible for re-election. The 
senior, according to date of diploma, to be the 
President of the Court of Examiners, by 

whom a report is to be furnished to the 
President and the Council of the R.C.V.S. on 
the termination of each examination, detailing 
the result of the examination, the class of 
student examined, and the general knowledge 
possessed by the various schools. Such reports 
to be published to the profession. 


3. TgacnEers, who can never have a seat on the 
Council so long as they are directly or in- 
directly connected with any school; whose 
opinions on all matters pertaining to the educa- 
tion of the student it will be neceesary for the 
Council to seek, but only in the form of evi- 
dence to be given before that body. 


1 think we might safely say that if our profession 
was worked on these jiines we might see some 


progress made in many directions. All men elected | P 


on the Council should be required to attend a certain 
niunber of meetings of the body, and failing regular 
attendance from any other cause than sickness, 
should be removed’ by a vote of the Council, and 
the first unsuccessful candidate on the list to be 
substituted in his place. Strict regulations for the 
transaction of business to be established so as to 
avoid the unnecessary delays which now occur, and 
the whole organization to be thoroughly overhauled; 
so as to simplify the machine as much as possible. 


‘he Council should make us feel that the building 
in Ilolborn is the home of the profession, its museum 
should be a representative one, for which purpose 
a custodian should be appointed, and the disgraceful 
confusion of specimens which existed a short time 
ago (and may exist at the present time for all I 
know) should not be allowed ; professional meetings 
vther than those of the Council, and the annual 
meeting of the profession, should be permitted with 
welcome to be held within its walls; the Register 
should be exact, and corrected to date, and the Sere 
tary, | think, should be a veterinary surgeon, 


These changes are perhaps too much to expect at 
once, but there is nothing more certain than that 
they are required, and equally certain that in course 
of time they will follow. The sooner the better, for 
the welfare of the veterinary profession. : 


CYSTIC CALCULI IN THE DOG. 
By E. W. Hoare, M.R.C.V.S., Cork. 


The patient was a large thorough-bred mastiff 
dog aged about seven years, kept chiefly for stud 
purposes. 

The following symptoms were presented when 
first seen :—Dullness, loss of appetite, weakness of 
hind extremities, constant attempts to urinate but 
no urine passed. Temperature 104, respirations 
accelerated. 

The owner stated that for the past few days the 
animal had not been in his usual health, but nothing 
serious was apprehended, On passing the catheter, 
which instrument could not be procured of sufficient 
length, the urine came away freely, of a reddish 
colour. There was slight obstruction about the 
middle of that portion of the urethra which passes 
in the groove of the os penis, but this was easily 
overcome, so that the presence of an urethral cal- 
culus was not at that time suspected. 

Examination per rectum caused great pain to the 
animal, but beyond slight enlargement of the pros- 
trate gland, nothing of diagnostic value could be 
detected. 

From this time until the termination of the case 
the animal] urinated constantly and with great pain, 
the urine was red coloured, and at the termination 
of the act of urination a small amount of blood 
would be passed. There was also cessation of the 
action of the bowels, no appetite for food, but ex- 
cessive thirst. He became gradually weaker, there 
was incontinence of urine, which was passed in large 
quantities. Examination of the urine showed it to 
contain a large amount of albumen, a smal! amount 
of sugar, some samples contained a large amount of 
us, but no trace of blood could be detected. 

On the 14th day the animal got so weak and was 
in such pain that his owner decided to destroy him 
by means of chloroform, which was accordingly 
done. 

I regret that the post-mortem examination was 
by no means complete, as I had to attend a telegraph 
call, when about to perform it. 

On opening the abdominal cavity, diffuse peritoni- 
tis was found. The bladder contained a large 
amount of foetid pus, and in this pus were found 
thirty-four calculi, which weighed altogether four 
and a half drachms. They varied in size, the 
smallest being of a triangular shape, the larger 
round, and white in colour, The bladder was much 
inflamed and thickened in its coats. In that portion 
of the urethra which runs in the groove of the os 
penis were found three calculi of irregular shape 
and at some distance from each other. ‘The kidneys 
seemed from a superficial examination to be diseased, 
but unfortunately the specialist to whom they were 
submitted for examination mislaid them, 

The symptoms in the above case were by no 
means diagnostic of the affection. Had the animal 
been strong at the commencement an operation 
might have succeeded, viz., to remove the calculi 
and wash out the bladder. ; 

This case also shows how long a time these calculi 
may be forming without any appreciable symptoms. 
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Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. 


Tur Secretary read the report of the Committee | p 


on “ Hereditary Unsoundness.” 

Professor Brown.—The subject which has been 
brought before the Council by the letter of 
the Royal Agricultural Society, and the Horse 
Commission, is perhaps one of the most im- 
portant with which we have ever had to deal. I 
cannot help suggesting that the whole circumstances 
remind one of the classical fable of the Sphinx, 
which the poet tells us appeared on the shores of the 
Egean Sea and stopped all the passers by and 
asked them a very abstruse riddle. If the answer 
was not satisfactory the unfortunate passenger was 
immediately devoured. In this case the Sphinx is 
represented by the Royal Agricultural Society and 
the Horse Breeding Committee. We are the un- 
fortunate passers-by, and if we do not give a satis- 
factory answer to the riddle which has been pro- 
posed to us, we shall meet a far worse fate than 
the passing Greek; we should not run the least 
risk of being devoured, but we should be made to 
look ridiculous. The Societies expect that after 
consulting the members of our profession, whatever 
may be our views, and however wide they may 
reach, we should tell them distinctly, not what is 
meant by heredity, because none of us can do that 
in reference to disease at any rate, but what par- 
ticular diseases we intend for the future to accept 
as legitimate causes for disqualifying animals for 
breeding purposes. That is what they really want 
to know; that is what they asked us in their initial 
letter to tell them, and that is exactly the re- 
sponsibility which this Council formally accepted. 
At the Committee meeting yesterday, it was at- 
tempted to formulate some sort of recommendation, 
but I think I am speaking strictly within bounds 
if I say we could not agree upon any two diseases, 
and certainly not upon any half-dozen, which we 
could recommend to the Societies as affections 
which we should accept as disqualifications. Under 
those circumstances we lay before the Council the 
results of the enquiry, and leave the Council to 
decide what course should be taken. It is un- 
doubtedly very desirable that the matter should be 
settled at this meeting, and that a report should be 
in the hands of the Societies at the beginning 
of the week. There will be a Council meeting of 
the Royal on Wednesday next, and I am quite 
certain they anticipate some official communication 
Which will guide them at the Show next month. I 
do not mean to make it a proposition, but I would 
suggest that this Council should write to the 
Societies saying, that after having conferred with 
the members of the profession, they are prepared to 
state, that while fully recognising the physiological 
maxim that the production of a healthy race im- 
plies the use of perfectly healthy parents, in their 
pinion, the following diseases are legitimate causes 
for the disqualification of animals for breeding 
purposes; then should follow the names of certain 


diseases which should be determined on this 


afternoon. 

Mr. CartiepGe.—Would you not have every 
separate disease discussed? It would not take a 
great deal of time, because some of them are com- 
letely out of the question, and inasmuch as the 
whole of the Council will be responsible for ,the 
reply, we should take a part in it. 

Sir Srarson.—I should like to call attention 
to this. Of course the reason we were asked to 
confer with the members of the profession wag in 
order to obtain their opinion, and whatever we 
may do as a Council, we must be careful not to 
stifle the voice of the profession. There is this 
important thing to consider, that at least half-—in 
fact more than half—of the members of the pro- 
fession who profess to give any opinion at all, state 
that roaring, side-bone, navicular disease, and 
spavin are hereditary diseases. Now, if half your 
members say they are, I think there is prima facie 
a reason Why they should be included. Then at 
least one-third decide that shivering, splint, grease, 
and cataract are hereditary discases. 

Professor Browy.—I would suggest that we 
should not use the word “hereditary” ut all. It is 
a most dangerous expression. If we recognise that 
these are legitimate causes for disqualification, that 
is enough. 

Sir H. Smrson.—I think the suggestion is more 
likely to find favour than if we attempt to pro- 
nounce on that dreadful word “ Hereditary.” Now, 
it has occurred to me that if in any public body 
less than one-third vote for a resolution. you would 
hardly consider it worthy of being acted upon. I 
would ask, is it not worth while to limit ourselves 
to the first ten diseases in the list: roaring, sidebone, 
ringbone, navicular disease, curb, bone jspavin, bog 
spavin, grease, shivering, cataract. In tbeir 
returns some gentlemen have bracketed bog spavin, 
but I think we may be safe in taking spavin at 
206. I think we should discuss’ the diseases in the 
order in which they were reported on by the pro- 
fession. 

Mr. Jas. Srupson.—What would guide ‘me would 
be the number of votes given. I think if we go by 
the majority we cannot go wrong. 

The Prestment.—I think that the suggestion 
thrown out by Sir Henry is a very good one, that 
we should take the majority of the votes in select- 
ing the diseases which should be looked upon as 
disqualificatious. 

Sir H. Sturson.—I beg to propose that oll those 
diseases which half the gentlemen who have sent 
in returns consider disqualifications, should be ad- 
mitted, namely, roaring, side-bone, ring-bone, na- 
vicular disease, curb. 

Mr. Jas. Srmpson.—I think it would be wrong 
for us as a Council, to override the opinion of the 
majority of the members of the profession. 

Sir H. Srmpson.—I have no intention of doing so, 
but the question of spavin is so mixed up that we 
must discuss it separately. 

Professor Wa.Ley seconded the motion, which 
was carried. 

Sir H. Simrsox.—Spavin comes next, and if you 
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add bone spavin and bog spavin together you will 
find they come to over 450, As you only had 385 
returns, it stands to reason there must be some 
haziness about that, the fact being that some gentle- 
men put “spavin” and then “ Bog” or “ Bone” 
underneath. The question for us to decide is, 
what was in the minds of those gentlemen. I 
shall make a proposition that the word “ spavin” 
be included in the list which we have just passed, 
and that by “spavin” we mean bone spavin. 

Mr. Tayior.—I second that. 

The Prestent.—Can there be any doubt that an 

ulcerated disease in the hock is hereditary-—occult 
spavin ? 
Professor Axz.—I will move as an amendment that 
spavin in its general acceptation be included in the 
list without any reference to a special acceptation of 
the term, 

Professor WALLEY seconded the amendment. 

Professor Witt1AMs.—That would include bone, 
bog, and occult spavin, 

Mr, CarrLtepGe.—So long as there is no external 
swelling, and no enlargement of ‘the bursa, is it not 
all surmise on our part as to the nature of the 
disease from which the horse suffers? There is 
nothing to gnide you beyond your practical ex- 
perience, and the fact that the horse is lame. 

The Prestpent.—I;do not want to lead you at 
all. I have my ideas. I want to be led entirel 
by the majority of the meeting. 

Mr. Carritepcr.—I think you ought to include 
the two—bog and bone spavin, and leave the rest 
out. 
Professor AxE.—I will alter my proposition. I 
think that the term “occult spavin” should be 
eliminated from usage ; and I will put my amend: 
ment as bog and bone spavin. The amendment was 
carried. 

Sir H. Stmpson.—The next four on the list are: 
splint, grease, shivering, cataract. There is no 
difficulty I imagine about three of these—grease, 
shivering, and cataract. Everybody knows that 
splint is hereditary, but everybody also knows that 
it is not of that serious character which should cause 
the rejection of a horse. I propose that grease, 
shivering, and cataract be included in the list. 

Professar Brown seconded the motion. 

Professor W1i1L1,ms.—-Cataract is a disease which 
has almost disappeared, as far as my experience 
goes. 

Mr. Taytor.—It is a serious disease in considering 
the value of a horse. 

Sir H. Srapson’s motion was carried. 

Sir H. Srmpson.—If you take the opinion of the 
profession I think you ought to stop at one-third, 
below that I do not think we ought to go. 

Mr, Greaves.—Have you exhausted two-thirds ? 

Sir H. Simeson.—Yes. 

Professor Wini1ams.—Will the term “ shivering” 
include “stringhalt,” 

Sir H. Srmpson.—I should say not. 


Mr, Srorrar.—I sould say * Yes.” 

The Prestpent.—If a horse were brought before 
me affected with stringhalt, I should not reject him, 
but if he was suffering from shivering I should. I 


can take you to a horse twenty-four years old, suffer- 
ing from stringhalt, and he is as good as he ever 
was in his life. 

Mr. Barrorp.—Inflammatory oedema of the legs. 
I should like the opinion of the Council upon it. 

The PrestpENt,—It appears in the list as lym- 
phangitis. 

Mr. Barrorp.—I have seen some very marked 
instances of transmission. 

Professor Axe.—I should like to suggest that 


| there are three or four more affections which might 


be profitably considered, and that under any cir- 
cumstances, certain qualifying representations should 
be made with regard to some of them. I should 
hardly like to altogether omit “splint,” inasmuch 
as under some circumstances I think it is a legiti- 
mate reason for disqualification—as for example in 
the case of a brood mare or a stud horse. Assuming 
a horse to have multiple splints in proximity to 
the knee joint, I cerainly should give a negative 
answer as to the desirability of using such a horse 
for the stud. Therefore, if you do not include 
“splint” in the list I think it desirable to make a 
qualifying reference to it. There is another con- 
dition, contracted and weak feet. I think there are 
certain conditions of feet which one could not pass 
over. Then with regard to bursal enlargements, 
these are fruitful reasons for rendering animals in- 
capable of work, and practical breeders know they 
are essentially hereditary. Then of course bursal 
enlargements will cover the question of thoroughpin, 
and I think this point should be our consideration 
before we conelude this list. 

Professor Wriirams.—I beg to propose that 
“ thoroughpin ” be added ‘o the list; if you take the 


terms “thoroughpin,” “bursal enlargements,” and 


“ windgalls ” they number 144. I should be sorry 
to see “‘ thoroughpin” omitted. 

Professor McCauu.—I do not think it is necessary 
to add “ thoroughpin ” to the list. 

Professor Axx.—I will move that “splint,” “con- 
tracted feet,” and “bursal enlargements” be in- 
cluded in the list. I would make our representa- 
tion in a very general way, and would say that 
they all may be ‘a legitimate reason for disqualifi- 
cation, I will put it that they may under certain 
circumstances be considered to constitute reasonable 
grounds for rejection. 

Sir H. Stupson.—I will second that. 

Professor Axe.—My motion is that splint, con- 
tracted feet, weak feet, and bursal enlargements, 
may under some circumstances be represented as 
reasonable grounds for rejection, or conditions of 
disqualification. 

Mr. Brrecs.—I will second Professor Williams’ 
motion that “thoroughpin” be under all circum- 
stances a disqualification, 

This resolution was put to the Council and 
negatived. 

On the consideration of Professor Axe’s proposal : 

Professor Brown said :—-Would it not be well to 
add to the term “ Bursal Enlargement,” which they 
will not thoroughly understand, the words, “such 
as thoroughpin and windgalls ? ” 

Mr. Jas. Stmpson.—Might I ask Professor Axe 
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if instead of using the words “under certain cir- 
cumstances” it would not be as well to say that 
these should be reasons for disqualification if 
action is interfered with. 

Professor Axr.—It is not a question of action. 

You must not stultify your opinion or yourselves 
in any way whatever. 

The motion was then put and carried, ‘“ That 
splint, contracted feet, weak feet, bursal enlarge- 

ments, such as thoroughpin and windgall, under 
certain circumstances represent reasonable grounds 
for rejection.” 

“ Stringhalt” was also added to the second list. 

Mr. Barrorp.—-I should like to include lym- 
phangitis or inflammatory cdema. I know some 
very striking instances of that being transmitted. 

Mr. Srorrar.—lI second that. 

-Sir H. Surpson.—Do you think those horses are 
ever sent to shows ? 

Mr. Barrorp.—We are not legislating for shows 
only. 

| Brown.—I hope it is thoroughly un- 
derstood by the Council that we are not directing 
veterinary surgeons in practice. It is entirely 
directing for the purposes of shows in the country. 

Mr. Srorrar.—I should think farmers reading 
the report would at once put to themselves the 
question, ‘Should Ibe right in breeding from that 
mare ?” 

The question whether lymphangitis should be 
included in the list, was put and negatived. 

Professor Wa.ttEy.—I beg to propose in con- 
clusion that the Secretary be instructed to forward 
the resolutions that we have come to, to the Secre 
taries of the two bodies without delay. 

The Prestpent.—I think the report of the Com- 
mittee should be received and adopted. 

- Mr. Witson.—I beg to move that it be received 
and adopted. 

Professor McCatt seconded the motion, which 
was agreed to. 

Professor WiLL1ams.—When you say “ Roaring” 
do you include “ whistling.” 

Sir H. Smrson.—When I said “ Roaring” I 
meant to inclnde “ Whistling.” 

The Sxcrerary read the report of the Registra- 
tion Committee which on the motion of Mr. Wragg, 
seconded by Mr. Carter, was agreed to. 

Professor WAttEy.—I£ a man puts “ Veterinary 
Shoeing Forge” over his door, can he be asked to 
remove the word “ Veterinary ? ” 

The Sorrcrror.—They have been asked, and have 
done it. 

The Presipent.—That is a question that has 
never been fought yet. 

Mr. Wirson.—It was a question with the Regis- 
tration Committee whether they should take the 
onus upon themselves of striking ‘a man’s name off 
the Register. 

The Presipent.—The information we had before 
the Committee was not sufficiently accurate for us 
to take action, and our Solicitor was instructed to 
ascertain something more definite. 

The Soxicrror.—Our method of procedure with 


in the Times. 
Sir H. Smteson.—What is to be done with regard 
to these 105 who are reported either as dead, or as 


them off ? 

The PrestpEnt.—They have to be written to, I 
think, and the third and last letter has to be a 
registered one. They have had the registered letter, 
I learn, and therefvre we are in a position to strike 
them off. 

The Soricitror.—We have done everything that 
had to be done. 

Sir H. Smapson.—Have we the power now to 
remove their names, or do they cease to be on the 
Register ? 

The Prestpent.—They cease to be on the Register. 

Sir H. Stmeson.—Then in the next Register their 
names will not appear. 

The Prestpent.—That is so. 

Sir H.\Srmpson.—That is getting rid of one-eighth 
at a sweep. 

On the motion of Professor McCall. seconded by 
Mr. Wragg, the Report of the Registration Com- 
mittee was adopted. 

The Preswent.—The next business is to receive 
the Report of the Court of Examiners. I think 
that might be taken as read. 

Sir H. Simpson.—May I ask a question with 
regard to a Committee granted last October to en- 
quire inte the salary and duties of the Secretary of 
this College? Up to the present time that Com- 
taittee has not been called together. Will you be 
kind enough, Sir, to call them together at an early 
date, in order that they may be able to report to 
the next quarterly meeting. 

The Presipent.—I will take care that is done. 
The Report of the Court of Examiners was then 
taken as read. 

The Prestpent.—The next business is to appoint 
auditors. 

Mr. Wrace.—I move that Messrs. Broad and 
Woodger be asked to act. 

Professor Witi1ams seconded the motion. 

The Prestipent.—Would you not add that in the 
event of one of them not being able to act Mr. Roots 
be called in as before ? 

Mr. Wraca.—Yes. 

The motion was thereupon agreed to. 

Last year’s Committee were re-appointed to draw 
up the annual report. 

Professor Brown brought forward the following 
draft of a letter to be sent to the Secretaries of the 
Royal Agricultural Society “and the Royal Com- 
missioners on Horse Breeding : 


Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 
lst February, 1889. 


Sir,—I am directed by the President of the Royal 


in accordance with the request contained in your 
letter of , the Council of the College com. 


regard to striking a man’s name off, is regulated by 


municated with the members of the Veterinary Pro- 


Section 6. The person’ ought to be summoned in 
the usual way. Might I suggest an advertisement 


not answering? Have we not the power to strike 


College of Veterinary Surgcons to iiform you that - 
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fession residing in great Britain, with the view of 
obtaining an expression of opinion as to the diseases 
which render an animal (Stallion or Mare) unfit for 
stud purposes. Having considered the evidence 
which has been laid before them, the Council of the 
College are of opinion that the following discases 
shall be deemed to be a legitimate reason for dis- 
qualification :— Roaring, Whistling, Sidebone, Ring- 
bone, Navicular Disease, Curb, Bone Spavin, Bog 
Spavin, Grease, Shivering, Cataract. ‘The Council 
also consider that under certain circumstances the 
undermentioned diseases shall be deemed to justify 
the rejection of an animal for breeding purposes :— 
Splint, Stringhalt, Contracted Feet, Weak Feet, 
Bursal Enlargements (such as Thoroughpin and 


Windgalls).—I am, Sir, Your obedient Servant, &c.”’. 


The Prestpent.—I think that meets with the 
genoral approval of the Board, 

On the proposal of Professor Walley, seconded by 
Sir Hl. Simpson, the Secretary was instructed to 
write letters to the Secretaries of the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society and the Royal Commissioners in 
the terms suggested by Professor Brown, 

The obituary notices, a rather long list, were 
taken as read. 

Professor WALLEY.—Before we go into the next 
business would it not be as well to settle about 
what date the examinations are to take place in 
May? I would propose that it be somewhere abou 
the 20th. 

Professor McCaun seconded the motion.. 

After some conversation it was arranged that the 
examiners should begin in London on the 14th May 
and in Scotland on the 21st. 

This concluded the business of the Quarterly 
Meeting, and a Special Meeting was then held to 
consider certain notices of the motion by Mr. Wragg. 

Mr. Wracc.—At this late hour of the evening I 
shall be very brief. It appears to me that our laws 


relating to the election of members of the Council 


are very weak, and might be made more stringent, 
It behoves us as men of business to see that our 
elections are conducted in a business-like manner, 
which they are not now. Without any further pre- 
face I will move the alteration No. 1, which is 
printed in the Agenda paper. 

Professor Williams,—I second it. 

Professor Wartey.—I do not wish to oppose Mr. 
Wragg in a matter of this kind, but really, we spent 
a long time in revising our Bye-Laws, and we have 
scarcely had time as yet to see how they work. It 
has been suggested to me, and I think it is a very 
good suggestion, that this matter might be referred 
to the Bye-Laws Committee for them to report on. 
I move that as an amendment. 

Mr. Woops seconded the amendment. 

Sir H. Srursoy.—I was going to suggest to Mr. 
Wragg that he should accept the amendment. Of 
course you cannot alter Bye-Laws by simply passing 
a resolution, and I know that some Bye-Laws if 
utered in the sense that Mr. Wragg wishes, will 
clash with others. I think therefore it had better 
be referred to the Bye-Laws Committee, and if the 
proposals are worthy of recommendation they will 
be brought up to the Council at the next mecting. 


If Mr. Wragg does not agree to this we must discuss 
his proposals seriatim, and everyone of them will 
require material alteration. 

Mr. Wrace.—lI cannot agree to the amendment. 
If I did so, these Bye-Lews would not come into 
operation before the coming election. As regards 
clashing with other Bye-Laws, the Solicitor to the 
College has drawn them up, and I take it he has 
taken particular pains that there should be no 
clashing. 

The Souticrror.—I do not think you will find 
they clash. 

Mr, Jas. Srurson.—I hope Mr. Wragg will con- 
sent to refer these matters to the Bye-Laws Com- 
mittee, because it would save my making an ob- 


jection which otherwise I should have to make. . 


The first resolution brought forward by him is not 
that which he gave notice of at the last Council 
meeting. 

The amendment was put and carried. 

On the motion of Mr. Wilson, seconded by Mr. 
Jas. Simpson, Mr. Wragg’s name was added to the 
Bye-Laws’ Committee. 

Mr. Woop proposed, Professor McCall seconded 
a motion, that a vote of thanks be given to the 
President, which was agreed to. 

Sir H. Srtmpson stated, that a bust of the late 
Professor Robertson had been designed by Mr. Bireh, 
and he hoped that the Council would secure a re- 
plica. The cost would be 125 guineas. 


ROBERTSON MEMORIAL FUND. 


Committee. 
Prof.Axe (Hon.Treas.) Mr. Byrvg, 

Brown. » H. Mitwarp. 

., PENBERTHY. » Martin. 

SHAVE, JAMIESON. 

Mr. F. Grecory, Hon. Sec. 
a. & s. d. 

Mr. G H. Williams 10 6 | Mr. Welshy 10 6 
, Beanland 10 6| ,, C. Hunting 10 6 
,, Gale 5 0| ,, C.S. Hunting 10 6 
» H. Milward 10 6} ,, Flook 10 0 
,, Hibbard 10 6 | ,, Stephenson 10 6 
» Nestling 5 0| ,, F. J. Harvey ' 10 0 
,, Cobbledick 10 0| ,, Pettifer 10 6 
,, J. E. Abbot 10 6| ,. H. Olver 10 6 
,», Slipper 10 0} ,, Taylor 10 6 
,, Emery 10 6} ,, Morton 10 6 
, Tinkler 10 6] ,, Beckford 10 6 
,, Johnson 5 0| ,, Coveney 10 0 
,, Jacobs 10 6| ,, Price 10 6 
, Martin 10 6| ,, Shipley 10 6 
,, Oliver 10 6| ,, Hicks 10 6 
,, Ludlow 5 0} ,, Tooth 10 6 
,», Bishop 5 0} ,, Summers. 10 0 
» Sugden 10 6| Professor McCall 10 6 
,. Cannon 5 0| Mr.Carter 10 0 
,, Golledge 5 0} ,, Baker 10 6 
., Reece 5 Ol ,, Faulkener. 10 6 
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s. d. s. d. 
Mr. Barrett 10 6 |Mr, Edwards 10 6 
Professor Shave 10 6] ,, Moran 10 6 
Mr. Callow 5 O| ,, Galloway 10 6 
,, Pitchford 5 0| Prof. Brown 10 6 
., Stewart | 10 0| ,, Penberthy 10 6 
,, Burrell 10 0| Gen. Fitzwygram 10 6 
» Batt 10 6| Mr.D. Snowball 10 6 
, Allnutt 10 6] ,, George Fleming 10 6 
» Bell 10 6| ,, Rogers 10 6 
» J. R. Cox 10 6] ,, Worthington 10 6 
,, Bower 10 6] ,, Hutton 10 6 
» Blay 10 6] ,, Littlewood 10 6 
, Nettleship 5 O| Collected by Mr. 
,, Upton 5 0 Simpkins £5 18 0 
» Moreland 10 0O| Mr. Walpole 5 0 
» Pethick 10 6] ,, Doyle 5 0 
» Sawtel 10 6] ,, Parsons . 106 
,, Shipley 10 6] ,, Gostling 10 6 
,, Cadd 10 6] ,, Scarlett 10 6 
, McGillivray 10 6] ,, Rea 10 6 
,» T.A. Dollar 10 6] ,, Stanley 10 6 
,, Hewitt 10 6] ,, Whygham 10 6 
, A. W. Stainton 10 6/ ,, Samant 10 0 
,, A. Stainton 10 6] ,, Abell 10 6 
» Gibbings 10 6| ,, Anderton 10 0 
, Hammond, Sen. 10 6] ,, Dawson 10 6 
,» Hammond, Jun. 10 6] ,, Porritt 5 0 
» Elliot 5 0} ,, Woolston 10 6 
, H. Edgar 10 6] ,, Johnes 5 0 
,, W. Edgar 10 6] ,, Welch 10 6 
Capt. Russell 10 6| ,, Gregory 10 6 
Mr. Alcherly 10 6] ,, Stratton 10 0 
, J. A.W. Dollar 10 6] ,, James 10 6 
,, C. Sheather 10 6| ,, Knowles 10 0 
» 5. Greaves 10 6] ,, Varney : 5 0 
,» G. Banham 10 6} ,, Hatton 10 0 
, Almond 10 6] ,, Perry 10 6 
,. Salter 10 6| ,, Wentringham 10 6 
. G. Williams 10 6| ,, Page 10 6 
» J. Williams 10 6] ,, Perle 10 6 
,, Galloway 10 6] ,, Slocock 10 6 
, Booth 10 6| ,, Clapp 5 0 
» Foot 8 6] ,, McGill 10 6 
,» 5.J. Williams 10 0] ,, McCall 10 6 
.. Norwood 5 0} ,, A. Smith 10 6 
,, Gatwood 10 0} ,, Walters 10 6 
» Groom 5 | Prof. Williams, for 
,» Willett . 10 0 Students and 
,, Head 5 0 Teachers of 
, Cranford 5 0 New V.C. £7 7 0 
» Briggs 10 6} Mr. Thompson 10 6 
, Robinson 10 6| ,, Simkpins 10 0 
, A. Robinson 10 6] ,, Savournin 10 0 
,» Litt 10 6] ,, Meihuish 5 0 
6 


, W. Dollar 10 


We should have been only too glad to have not- 
iced this fund long ago, had the Secretary not 
forgotten us. It would be superfluous to say one 
woid as to the merits of the late Professor Robert- 
son, whose intense earnestness and self-abnegation 
undoubtedly shortened his life. 

The Memorial is to take the form, we believe, of 
a bronze bust; and will be placed in the Museum 
of the Royal Veterinary College. A further subscrip- 


tion would enable the Body Corporate to obtain a 
replica for the Council chamber at Red Lion Square. 
Shall we lose the opportunity ? 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


YORKSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 


The annual meeting of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Society was held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Leeds, Friday afternoon, Ist. Feb. Mr. G. W. 
Lodge, Dewsbury (president), occupied the chair, 
and those present included Mr. G, Bowman, vice- 
president; Mr. W. F. Greenhalgh. secretary ; Pro- 
fessor Williams (Edinburgh), Professor Axe (Lon- 
don), Dr, Goldie (Medical officer of Health for 
Leeds), Veterinary-surgeon Phillips (13th Hussars), 
Veterinary-surgeon Edwards (10th Hussars), Port 
Inspector Longhurst (Hull), Port Inspector Ustrupp 
(Copenhagen), and Messrs. Faulkner (Manchester) 
and Leather (Liverpool), who attended as a deputa- 
tion from the Lancashire Society. 

The Presipent, in his inaugural address, review- 
ed the origin and progress of the association, and 
stated that one of its chief objects was to afford 
opportunities for mutual consultation among the 
members, and from time to time to discuss scientific 
topics. After inviting the junior members of the 
profession to join the association, he urged them to 
uphold the dignity of the veterinary profession by 
their courtesy one to another, and by taking none 
but adequate fees from their clients. One subject 
on which there was much discussion now-a-days 
was hereditary unsoundness in horses. His own 
opinion was that no animals were fit for breeding 
purposes which were affected with seedy toe, canker, 
laminitis, thrush, navicular disease, false quarters or 
weak feet, side-bone, ring-bone, splints, lymphan- 
gitis, grease, curb, thorough-pin, bog-spavin, bone- 
spavin, shivering, stringhalt, roaring, whistling, 
broken wind, grunting, ophthalmia, gutta serina, 
hernia, and eczema, He wished the Government 
would make it worth the while of the British 
farmer to keep his best brood mares instead of selling 
them for large sums to foreigners. Besides advo- 
cating that the Government should provide first- 
class entire horses for the agricultural localities, he 
also maintained that veterinary surgeons should be 
made inspectors, because on them rested the decision 
whether a mare was fit to breed from. With respect 
to cattle breeding, he was afraid the country would 
soon be as badly off for good sound cattle as it was 
for superior horses. The wide prevalence of tuber- 
cular disease was something alarming from the 
point of view both of the flesh and of the milk 
consumers, He should not consider that an inspector 
of meat did his duty who passed the carcase of a 
beast affected to any great extent with tubercular 
disease. Not of much less importance, if any, than 
this was the essential necessity for perfect hyg'enic 
arrangements in cow sheds. He thought it was 
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-don) read a paper on “The Operation of Laryngo- 


_ they had endeavoured to remedy the effect in a 
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quite time better sanitary arrangements were per- 
cmptorily enforced both at dairy sheds and farms, 
The condition of some pent-up and befouled places 
where cows were kept was not only disgraceful to 
the owners, but dangerous to those who consumed 
the milk emanating from those pesthouses. Milk 
retailed from dairies where infectious disease ex- 
isted ought to be suppressed. He would recommend 
that milk dealers should be compelled to measure 
their milk in places separate from their dwelling 
houses. In some parts of the country the registra- 
tion of cow-sheds was insisted upon, but as a rule 
that regulation was but loosely enforced, often be- 
cause of the inaptitude of the persons who were 
appointed inspectors, The President concluded his 
address by complaining that under the Contagious 
Diseases Acts the veterinary surgeon was not the 
prime mover in the matter, and that mere empirics 
were made meat inspectors, to the total disregard of 
duly-qualified veterinary practitioners. If the public 
did but know what wretched meat was sometimes 
brought into the public markets and sold as human 
food they would be anything but satisfied with the 
existing arrangements, (Applause.) 
Professor WitLtams (Edinburgh) proposed a vote 
of thanks to the president for his address, which 
was seconded by Mr. Faulkner (President of the 
Lancashire Association), and cordially adopted. 
Professor Axe (Royal Veterinary College, Lon- 


Tracheotomy.” Laryngotomy, he remined them, 
was an operation that had been performed for 
many years to a greater or less extent by Con- 
tinental veterinarians. He felt it somewhat as. a 
reproach to the profession that they had so tardily 
followed in the footsteps of those who had declared 
from time to time that benefits accrued from this 
operation in relation to “roaring.” “Roaring” 
appeared to be caused by the displacement of a 
certain part of the larynx and the relaxed con- 
dition of the vocal cord, by which the laryngeal 
orifice became diminished, and consequently an 
impediment was placed in the way of free and 
efticient respiration, As there was still complete. 
uncertainty as to the cause of those symptoms, ve- 
texinarians had to rely upon treatment directed 
towards rélieving the effect rather than removing 
the cause of the disease itself. For many years 


very palliative sort of way by making an artificial 
orifice in the course of the trachea, introducing 
tracheotomy tubes, and so affording relief to the 
patient. But the aim of the operation which had 
been brought so forcibly before them by Dr. Flem- 
ing, was to effect not a temporary but a permanent 
improvement. Tfow far this was likely to be 
realised was indicated by Dr. Fleming himself, who 
assured them on a very large experience that no 
less than seventy horses employed in the service 
of the country had been operated upon, and that 
#0 per cent. of those animals had been permanently 
cured, He thought they were warranted in using 
every endeavour, not only to generalise this opera- 
tion, but also to consolidate, and, if possible, to 


were to sit down and remain satisfied with what 
was now being done, because that which might seem 


looked forward to the time when they should re- 


violent dismemberment, and he believed that there 
would be forthcoming some means of dealing with 
the disease much less heroic than the present. Pro- 
fessor Axe proceeded to describe operations of 
laryngo-tracheotomy conducted by himself, which 
as operations had been successful, and stated that 
the operation proceeded much more equably in the 
case of an animal in high condition than in that of 
a subject in a low state. As to the value of the 
operation he was hopeful. At present his own 
cases numbered something like a dozen, but the 
time had hardly expired when it would be fair to 
judge as to the relief afforded. He had, however, 
been very much encouraged to hope that the opera- 
tion would prove a success. It would be capable 
of rendering useless horses useful, and if it did that 
they might claim for it that it was a success. One 
of its most valuable features was that it was ap- 
plicable to all circumstances and conditions where 
larnygeal disease existed, and although it was to 
be feared that people might be led to expect too. 
much from it, he had no doubt that. it would be of. 
the greatest benefit to the horse population of the. 
country. (Applause). 

Professor Wiit1aMs said he had had experience of 
the operation, and, like the reader of the paper, all 


were useless might by its means be made serviceable. 
He did not perhaps expect anything more, but 
further experience might lead to important develop- 
ments which would justify the premature statements 
that had been published claiming complete success 
for the operation. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr, Fautkner remarked that before a definite 
conclusion could be arrived at with regard to the 
value of the operation reliable statistics must be 
obtained. 

Port-Inspector Ustruprr and Veterinary Surgeon 
Putiures continued the discussion, the latter stating 
that in August or September last he sent a return 
to the War Office showing that among the horses of 
the 13th Hussars there were 20 roarers. If the 
operation described by Professor Axe had been such 
a success as Dr, Fleming claimed, he was a little 
surprised that he had not received an order to 
operate on any of the horses under his care. 

Mr. GeorGE Carter, in proposing a vote of thanks 
to Professor Axe, asked if the insertion of a trache- 
otomy tube in the trachea did not already fulfil the 
purpose of making a useless animal serviceable ? 
Mr. Scriven seconded the proposition, which was 
adopted.—-In replying, Professor Axe said it was 
not intended that the operation should supercede 
tracheotomy, which would, of course, be continued 
where it was most applicable 

After the business meeting the annual dinner of 
the members took place, the President again occupy- 
ing the chair. The loyal toasts having been honoured, 


improve it. It would be idle on their part if they 


Mr. Bowmay proposed “The Army, Navy, and 


an efficient operation to-day might to-morrow be | 
voted a vicious and unnegessary mutilation. He - 


gard the operation of to-day as a mutilation and. 


he could say for it was that he thought horses that - 
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Reserve Forces,” to which Veterinary-Surgeon 
Puturrs responded, urging in the course of his 
remarks that the army veteriuary department having 
had its services recognised by the authorities should 
be still further strengthened. Mr, Pickertne (York) 
also replied.—The Presipeyt gave “The Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons,” which was acknow- 
ledged by Mr. Josern Carter.—The toast of “The 
Examiners ” was submitted by Mr. Brices (Halifax) 
who said that the present Board of Examiners was 
the best they had ever had.—Mr. Fau.kyer pro- 

osed, and the Presipent acknowledged the toast of 
Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society.” —Mr. 
Grorce Carrer, in proposing “The Veterinary 
Schvols,” expressed his belief that they were going 
to have a generation of veterinary surgeons far 
superior to those they had had in the past. That 
was what they all desired. (Hear, hear.)—-Professor 
Wit.1ams replied as one of the fathers of the York- 
shire Society, and spoke of the success of his school 
at Edinburgh as being largely due to the assistance 
he had obtained from Yorkshire and Lancashire.— 
Professor Axe also replied. It was but 130 years, 
he said, since the whole of Europe was destitute of 
schools in relation to veterinary medicine. When 
they looked back upon what had been achieved in 
that interval they found much to congratulate them- 
selves upon, and the great lever in regard to veterin- 
ary science had been the schools. 1t was not so long 
ago since empiricism ran wild over this country, and 
the most humiliating acts of inhumanity were per- 
petrated by what were then the representatives of 
their profession, and it was gratifying to know that 
the stimulus imparted by the schools had elevated 
the profession to the position it now held. (Applause) 
Mr. Toore proposed “The other Veterinary 
Societies,” on whose behalf Mr. Luaruer replied.— 
“The Visitors” having been given by Mr. Mason, 
and acknowledged by Mr. Lonenunrsr and Dr. 
the proceedings terminated. 


EXTRACTS. 


PLEURO-PNEUMONIA IN DEVON. 
(A Prosiem For Scuonars). 


The adjourned committee meeting was held at 
the Court House, on Monday, present—Col. E. B. 
Napier, Col. R. M. Clerk, Captain J. D, Sherston : 
Messrs. W. Luff, J. R. Snelgrove and W. G. Nor- 
man, also Mr, J. Bisgood, inspector, and Mr. T. W. 
Whitney, M.R.C.V.S. 

Mr. Bisgood presented a supplementary report on 
the outbreak of cattle disease at Mrs. A. Taylor’s, 
Westcombe, Batcombe, which stated that in, com- 
pliance with the instructions of the committee he 
had had the cow which had been certified to be 
suffering from pleuro-pneumonia slaughtered, and 
had had the lungs, together with those of the 
animal which had died, placed in separate com- 
partments in a box and forwarded it to Professor 
Axe, at the Royal Veterinary College. Late on 
Friday night he received a certificate from Pro- 
fessor Axe, that he considered the lungs showed 


changes indicative of pleuro-pneumonia. He had 
ascertained that the cow slaughtered at the request 
of Mr. Sims was brought in from the Stratton fields 
about six weeks ago, and another cow in the barton 
had been brought in about a fortnight ago. There 
were now fifteen cows in the Home Ficld, which 
had been more or less in contact with the animals 
that had been diseased, and twenty-one cows in the 
Stratton field. Both the cows brought in from the 
Stratton fields had slipped their calves, and did 
not appear to be healthy, and so they were brought 
into the stalls. He begged to recommend that the 
Stratton fields be also declared an infected place, 
and that an infected circle of half-a-mile be declared 
round such a place. 
The certificate of Professor Axe was as follows :— 
Royal Veterinary College, 
January 11th, 188%. 
Dear Sir,—I have examined the two sets of lungs 
brought to the college last evening, and they present 
changes indicative of contagious pleuro-pneumonia. 
Mr. J. Bisgood. Joun Worriey Axe, 


Capt. Suerston said he had never seen a more un- 
satisfactorily worded certificate. 

Mr. Lurr also considered the certificate unsatis- 
factory. 

Col. Napier: I suppose he means it is pleuro- 
pneumonia. 

Captain Saerston.—Then why doesn’t he say so ? 

Mr, Norman thought no one could have any doubt 
as to its being pleuro-pneumonia. 

Mr. SneLGRovE suggested that they should write 
to the Privy Council and ask them to interpret the 
certificate. 

‘Mr. Lurr would like something much more 
definite before he acted on it; he should think the 
certificate meant that the Professor had a doubt 
about it. 

Capt. Suerston would be disposed to apply to 
the Privy Council for an inspector to be sent down, 

After ‘a great deal more discussion in the same 
strain, it was decided to ask Professor Axe for 
a more definite certificate, and the meeting ad- 
journed. 

At the adjourned meeting on Wednesday the fol- 
lowing letter was read from Professor Axe :—- 


Royal Veterinary College, 
January 15th, 1889. 
Dear Sir,—I regret I cannot give you a more 
definite report than you have already received. It 
is, as far as I can make it, a clear statement of the 
evidence afforded by the lungs, This, together 
with a knowledge of all the facts and circumstances 
of the outbreak known to your sub-committee, 
should, I think, be sufficient to guide them to a 
right conclusion in the matter. 
I am, yours faithfully, 
J. Wortiey Axe, 


Capt. Suersron stated that he had consulted 
several gool scholars, including their clerk, Mr. 


Maller, and they were of opinion that the certifi- . 


cate was definite that it was a case of pleure- 


pneumonia. 
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Mr. Lurr did not think it was definite, and pro- 
posed that the cattle be not slaughtered. He also 
advocated Mr, Gibbs being called in. 

A minute was passed to the effect that “the ma- 
jority of the committee are of opinion there is not 
sufficient evidence to satisfy them that this is a 
case of pleuro-pneumonia, and they are further of 
opinion that it is necessary to obtain the opinion of 
Mr. Gibbs, of Taunton. 

Mr. Morron (deputy clerk) pointed out that he 
would not be able to see the lungs that had been 
sent to London, and it was decided to kill another 
bullock, and adjourn till Friday. 

Just as the committee were about to separate a 
telegram was handed to Mr, Bisgood, who passed 
it to the committee, and it was read, as follows ;— 
“Please inform your committee, I cannot understand 
their difficulty. Professor Axe informs me that the 
lungs undoubtedly indicate Contagious pleuro- 
pneumonia,—Brown, Agricultural Department, Privy 
Council.” 

Mr, Norman: Whatever Mr. Gibbs says now, we 


shall have to go on killing them. 


The committee then decided as follows :—* In 
consequence of Professor Brown’s telegram explain- 
ing Professor Axe’s opinion, we consider that we 
have no alternative, but to determine that the 
disease is pleuro-pneumonia, and to say that the 
fifteen cows be slaughtered and that the farm shall 
remain as an infected place. The committee further 
consider it desirable in the interest of veterinary 
science, that Inspector Gibbs be requested to meet 
Mr, Whitney in consultation on the state of the 
lungs of the cow ‘ Maud.’” 

Verbal instructions were given to Mr. Bisgood 
that in case of a conflict of opinion between Mr. 
Gibhs and Mr, Whitney, he was to send the lungs 
to Professor Axe, 

Mr, Norman opposed Mr, Gibbs being called in, 
as the case had been settled by the Privy Council.— 
The Shepton Mallett Journal. 


VETERINARY PROGRESS. 
By Pror. J. Wortiey Axe, 


One hundred and thirty years ago veterinary 
science had no existence. At that time it was en- 
tirely without a representative institution in any 
part of the world, and, notwithstanding that every 
nation in Europe had from time to time suffered 
enormous losses by bovine and other scourges, it 
was not until 1761 that any attempt was made to 
stem the tide of barbarism which had long flourished 
under the guise of farriery and contributed so 
asi Tid to the mortality of the live stock of the 
world. 

At that time, France, recognising the necessity 
for organisation and the cultivation of veterinary 
medicine as a science, established the first veterinary 
school at Lyons. The benefits accruing from this 
new departure were soon felt and recognised, and 
four years later another institution of the kind was 
founded at Alfort, near Paris; Austria, Prussia, 


Denmark, and other Continental nations quickly 
followed the example of France, but it was not 
until late in the century that any attempt was made 
to guard British live stock from the violence of 
empiricism and establish a rational system of ve- 
terinary medicine. 

France, who had done so much by her example 
for the health and life interests of the lower animals 
in all parts of Europe, has also the credit of having 
first initiated the study of veterinary science in this 
country through her enterprising son, Charles Vial 
de St. Bel. M. St. Bel, after graduating at the 
Lyons school and for some time officiating on the 
teaching staff of the Paris College, came over to 
England in 1788, and after much trouble succeeded 
in bringing about the founding of the Royal Ve- 
terinary College of London, in which he occupied 
the first professorial] chair in 1791. 

Thirty-seven years later a similar institution was 
started in Scotland, under the auspices of some in- 
fluential members of the Highland Society. At this 
time disease in the lower animals had no professional 
antagonists, but was helped, nay, forced on to de- 
struction, by the miserable pretenders into whose 
hands sick animals were committed by a credulous 
and confiding public. 

Coming to the commencement of the period now 
being considered, viz., fifty years ago, very little 
if any advancement had been made at that time in 
the science and practice of veterinary medicine. 
The teaching of the existing schools was of the 
most meagre and indifferent character, and the 
material out of which the professors of the art 
had to be evolved was of the rawest possible de- 
scription. 

The most important step taken in the direction 
of real progress was in 1844, when Her Most 
Gracious Majesty was pleased to grant a Charter of 
incorporation to Members of the Royal Veterinary 
College, London, and Edinburgh, respectively, 
under the title of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, and at the same time to recognise the 
veterinary art as a profession. 

At this time the country was over-run with em- 
pirics, many of whom had established a reputation, 
if not for the suecess of their practice, at least for 
the daring and heroic nature of the treatment they 
adopted. For many years the degree granted by 
the new university fell upon men of inferior rank 
and education, and the short period of study de- 
manded by the schools was altogether insufficient 
to afford them a sound scientific education, even 
had their intellectual calibre been equal to the 
task. 

It was not until 1865 that this country became 
seriously impressed with the importance of ve- 
terinary medicine, or that the veterinary profession 
recognised the scientific weakness of its rank and 
file. The importation of cattle plague, and the losses 
which followed upon it did much to enlighten the 
former and stimulate the latter to more active re- 
search, 

Shortly after this period there was a marked 
activity in ovr ‘veterinary schools. Here the curri- 
culum became largely extended, the teaching staff 
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increased, lectures were supplemented by a greater 
amount of practical instruction, fees were raised, a 
prolonged period of study was demanded, and, 
better than all, a preliminary educational examina- 
tion of a higher standard was insisted upon. This 
demand for superior intelligence gave to the ve- 
terinary profession precisely what was most needed, 
viz., recruits from a higher social grade; and freed 
it from the incubus which the habitués of the stable 
and the anvil had so long imposed upon it. 


This movement on the part of the Schools exer- 
cised a marked influence on the general body of the 
profession, who were not slow to recognise the 
higher scientific attainments of the more modern 
graduates, nor were they less anxious to bring their 
ideas into accord with modern teaching and practice. 
Until this time veterinary surgeons for the most 
pitt knew but little of each other, and paid poor 
regard to aught but the practical every-day world. 
As, however, the new school spread among the old, 
a spirit of inquiry soon became aroused, and the lat- 
ter now began to manifest a desire for mutual help 
and interchange of thought and experience. There- 
upon local societies for the discussion of veterinary 
science and veterinary politics were formed one after 
the other in rapid succession throughout the country, 
with the result of bringing the entire profession into 
social and scientific touch with each other. 


This rallying of the forces of the profession soon 
led to the adoption of measures for the abolition of 
quackery, and in 1881 an Act of Parliament was 
passed giving to members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons the exclusive right to the title 
of veterinary surgeon. 


This, however, is but one of many signs which 
mark the progress of veterinary science during the 
past fifty years. Among others, Mr. Steel has re- 
cently pointed to certain acts of public recognition, 
as the establishment of an organised Civil Veteri- 
nary Department in England, and one in Ireland. 
Improvement in organisation and condition in the 
Army Veterinary Department; the award of decor- 
ations to members of the profession ; and the election 
of veterinary surgeons to important civic posts. 

Of the relations between the medical and veteri- 
nary professions, it is noticeable that they are daily 
becoming closer, and the necessity for co-operation 
between the two is acknowledged by the leading 
men of both, and becoming a practical tie between 
them. Moreover, science begins to look to the pro- 
fession for solution of important general problems. 

Practical bodies of various kinds make a consid- 

erable demand for the services of the profession ; for 
instance, the Royal Agricultural Society has recently 
appointed local veterinary surgeons in all parts of 
the country, and the agricultural colleges have their 
respective veterinary professors. 
_ Parliament calls upon the profession for evidence 
in enquiries concerning public health, and horse- 
breeding Commissions seek for guidance on the 
subjects of soundness and hereditary influence on 
breeding stock. 

Moreover, the veterinary profession has Jargely 
contributed to the welfare of mankind by guarding 


the country from the importation of contagious 
diseases from abroad. 

Many other indications of social and professional 
progress might be adduced, but these will suflice to 
show how important are the advances made by the 
veterinary profession during her Majesty’s reign.— 
Bell’s Weekly Messenger. 


ARMY HORSE SUPPLY. 
By Dr. Georce Fremine, C.B. 


Our army is very small, far too small in pro- 
portion to the extent of our empire, and the difficul- 
ties which have to be surmounted in safe-guarding 
it. Therefore it is that its insufficiency in numbers 
should be compensated for by completeness and 
perfection in every detail. Serious efforts are 
being made in this direction by those to whom are 
confided the organisation and control of the Army ; 
and perhaps at no time in our national history has 
a greater amount of attention been devoted to the 
defence of the country, and, in relation thereto, the 
elaboration of means for offence also, Whether for 
defence or offence army corps are required, and,it 
is supposed that at least two of these should be 
available on a sudden emergency—one army corps 
ready for almost immediate embarkation, and a 
second one to follow within a brief period. 

But though all the details in regard to these may 
be prepared on paper, it is questionable how far 
the actual state of readiness would allow of prompt 
mobilisation of even one army corps, and especially 
of what are termed the “mounted portions.” The 
men to fill up the numbers may be forthcoming, 
but is it the same with the horses? It is tu be feared 
itis not. Indeed, it is certain that two army corps 
could not be put in the field for probably a long 
time, simply because horses would have to be found 
to complete them. ‘This is easily demonstrated ; for 
it has been ascertained that the number of horses 
required to furnish the full establishment of 
regiments of cavalry, batteries of artillery, engineer 
troops, infantry, and general transport of the Ist 
army corps, is 11,483, exclusive of-1,571 officers’ 
horses, and the same number for the 2nd army 
corps; being a total of 22,966 needed before these 
corps could take the field. But to meet this, it 
was calculated that, in 1886 (and things are in 
about the same condition now) the total number 
of effective horses in the army was only 10,371, or 
about 1,100 horses less than the number required 
for one army corps, and 12,600 less than for two, 
exclusive of officers’ horses; and where lines of 
communication would have to be maintained, 2,773 
additional horses would be necessary for each army 
corps, making a total deficiency for the two corps 
of 18,100, : 

And even if this deficiency could be remedied, 
it must be remembered that the mortality among 
the horses in the field could not be other than 


heavy, owing to the greater destructiveness of fire-- 


arms, and the necessity for more rapid movements 
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than in wars of half-a-century ago. To replace 
casualities, therefore, there should be a large reserve 
for at least one campaign, and the calculation would 
have to be a liberal one—say 50 to 60 per cent. of 
the number in the field. In the Crimea the annual 
loss in horses amounted to 80 per cent. 

In peace time there is no difficulty in finding all 
the horses required for the service; the total for 
all arms does not much exceed 1,500 annually, and 
these can be picked up at leisure. It is the war 
strain that has to be anticipated and met, and the 
question as to how this is to be done has furnished 
matter for grave discussion and cogitation for 
several years. 

Government has attempted to solve the problem 
to a certain extent by registering a few thousand 
horses belonging to omnibus, tram-car, cab, railway, 
and parcel delivery companies; these animals can 
be purchased at a valuation when they are required, 
and no doubt they will belp to supply the de- 
ficiency, But, unfortunately, they are the class of 
animal which is most abundant in the conntry, and 
could only be utilized for artillery or transport. 
The horses which would be needed in largest pro- 
portion are those which are scarcest in the country 
—light, active horses for cavalry. The breeding 
of saddle horses, unless of good quality, is not a 
paying business, and even then the risks are con- 
siderable. In England, the price allowed for 
cavalry remounts is not sufficiently enticing to 
induce farmers to breed them, and even if it 
were, the demand is not large enough in ordinary 
times to secure a ready market for them. The dis- 
appearance of mail and stage-coaches, and the in- 
troduction of railways, has abolished the breeding 
of the kind of horses which were so well acapted 
for cavalry in the Peninsular War times, and it is 
very questionable if our cavalry is nearly so well 
mounted now as then. 


As matters now stand, by a great effort, if the 
mobilisation of one or two army corps were de- 
termined upon, a sufficiency of draught horses 
might be obtained; but the cavalry horses, fit to 
ge into the field in a short time, would not be pro- 
curable in anything like the number needed. How 
to complete our cavalry regiments with suitable 
horses, capable of meeting those of European armies, 
is the difficulty which will have to be faced; and 
until provision is made for such supply, it cannot 
be said that we can send an army of 20,000 or 
30,000 men into the field, containing the proper 
proportion of mounted troops. 


To keep up one or two army corps to its full war 
establishment of mounted men, would appear a 
heavy expense to the country; and yet there ‘seems 
no other way out of the difficulty. To improve the 
breed of light horses is not to increase their number, 
and unless breeders can find a market for them, they 
will not produce them. They are not the kind of 
animals which are most in demand for commercial 
purposes, and equestrians are, perhaps, becoming 
fewer every year. To keep an adequate reserve of 
such horses ready for war would signify an ex- 
pense which would startle the tax-payer; for beside 


the original cost of the animals, there is the cost of 
their keep to be considered, 

Cavalry horses should be of the best quality ; in 
fact, a good trooper should be a weight-carrying 
hunter, and such an animal cannot be bred and 
reared at the price now given by Government. In- 
ferior horses will not meet the requirements of 
modern warfare ; and just as we are endeavouring 
to put the best possible weapons into the hands of 
our soldiers, we should take care to mount our 
cavalry on the best horses of their class which the 
country can produce, at the same time adopting 
such measures as will secure an ample supply for 
war demands. How the latter is to be effected 
without incurring enormous expense, is a matter 
which should be determined without delay.—-Bell’s 
Weekly Messenger. 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES OF ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland in the week 
ending February 2nd, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—In Great Britain 12 outbreaks 
of this disease were reported on for the first time: 
8 of them were in England, in the counties of Cum- 
berland, Lancaster, Middlesex, Somerset and York 
(W. R.); the 4 in Scotland all occurred in Edin- 
burgh. The number of cattle attacked was 29, of 
which 20 were in England and 9 in Scotland. Of 
52 healthy, slaughtered because they had been ex- 
posed to infection, 32 were in England and 20 in 
Scotlaid. In Ireland 6 fresh outbreaks were re- 
ported, more than the total for the preceding four 
weeks. ‘They were all within the North and South 
—" Unions, 8 cattle were attacked, 2 of which 

ied. 

Anthraz.—In England 7 fresh outbreaks of this 
disease were reported in Essex, Northampton, Notts, 
Somerset, and the Isle of Ely. There were 8 ani- 
mals attacked, 6 of which died; 1 was killed, and 
1 remained alive when the return was made up. In 
Ireland 2 outbreaks were reported, in which 2 
animals were affected in Tipperary and Waterford. 
No cases occurred in Wales or Scotland. 

Swine-Fever.—There were 80 outbreaks of this 
disease reported, all except 2 being in ‘England. 
Of 437 swine attacked, and about 480 left alive 
diseased from the previous week, only 208 were 
killed, 204 died, 24 recovered, and 454 were left 
alive at the end of the week. In Ireland there was 
no fresh outbreak and but 1 pig attacked. 

Glanders and Farcy.—Glanders was reported 
from five counties in England besides the Metropo- 
lis: these were Bucks, Chester, Cornwall, Middle- 
sex, and Surrey, in each of which a fresh outbreak 
occurred, while there were 11 in the Metropolis. 
There were 26 horses attacked : 22 in England (17 
of which were in London), and 4 m Lanarkshire, 
in Scotland. In Ireland 1 case of glanders was 


4 
j 
i | 
| 
| 
4 | 
i \ | 
| 
j 
| 
| 
| 
| "3 
| a 
‘ 


February 16, 1889.) 


THE VETERINARY RECORD. 395 


reported at Londonderry. Of farcy 14 fresh out- 
breaks were reported and 21 horses attacked, 13 of 
the outbreaks and 20 of the horses attacked were in 
the Metropolis, the other case was in Middlesex. 

Rabies.—No fresh case of this disease occurred in 
Great Britain during the week, but 1 case in Kent 
was reported, which took place the previous week. 
In Ireland 2 dogs suffered from this disease in 
Dublin and Galway, and 1 ass was attacked in Cork, 


NOTES AND NEWS. 


North of England Veterinary Medical Association : 
The Annual Meeting of the above Association will 
be held in the County Hotel, Newcastle-on-Tyne, on 
Friday, Feb, 22nd, at 3 p.m. prompt. 
BUSINESS :— 

Consider representation on Council of R.C.V.S. 

President’s inaugural address, 

Professor Williams will read a paper on “ Inflam- 
mation as a reparative process,” and, if time allows, 
a few words on “ Tetanus.” 

The Annual Dinner will take place at 5.30 p.m. 

G. R. Dupexon, Hon. See. 


Midland Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association : 


The next meeting of the above Association will be 
held at 2.30 p.m., on Friday, the 22nd inst., at the 
Grand Hotel, Birmingham. 


BUSINESS :— 

To read and adopt the minutes of the last meeting, 
and elect new members. | 

To receive the Treasurer’s annual report. 

To elect the officers of the Association for next 
year. 

To nominate a candidate for Council. 

Professor Penberthy will read a paper on the 
diseases communicable from animals to man. 

Dinner at 5.30 prompt 

Joun Matcouim, Hon. See. 


Royal Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association : 
The Annual Meeting and dinner of the above 
Association will be held at “The Great Western 
Hotel,” Reading, on Friday, 22nd Feb. Chair will 
be taken by the President (G. A. Drewe, Esq.) at 
2.15 p.m. Dinner at 4.15 p.m. 
H. Kipp, Hon. Sec. 


The Coming Horse Shows: : 

We understand that the Gentlemen selected to act 
as Veterinary Inspectors to examine the horses at 
the forthcoming great show of thoroughbred stal- 
lions, hackneys, ete, at the Agricultural Hall, 
February 26th, are :— 

For the premiums given by the Royal Commission 
on Horse Breeding and the Royal Agricultural 
Society, Dr. George Fleming, C.B., P.V.S. Army ; 
Professor Baird, Royal (Dick) Veterinary College, 


Agricultural Department of the Privy Council. 

For the prizes given by the Hunters’ Imrpove- 
ment Society and the Hackney Horse Society, 
Professor Axe, Royal Veterinary College; Mr. B. 
Cartledge, Sheffield ; and Mr. Lepper, Aylesbury. 


“Black Leg” in Canada: 

Dr. McEachran, the Chief Veterinary Inspector of 
the Dominion, has reported to the Departmeut of 
Agriculture at Ottawa in regard to the rumoured 
outbreak of disease among the North-West ranch 
cattle. The disease was, it appears, a form of 
anthrax, known as “black leg.” but it never had 
more than local importance, and is now entirely at 
anend. The disease is one that occasionally pre- 
vails among young and plethoric cattle, like those 
fed on the rich grasses of the Canadian North-West. 
It carried off a few cattle in the vicinity of Oxley 
Creek ; but the precautions immediately taken under 
the directions of the Department of Agriculture, 
and the approach of winter, effectually prevented 
its spread, and there is now no trace of it left. 


A Lady Horse Doctor: 


A clever and learned parisienne—who had duly 
taken out her diploma as a “ Doctoress in Medicine” 
—lately furnished a fine appartement, put a brass 
plate on her door, and waited, like Bob Sawyer, for 
patients who never came. The lady, therefore, 
went through a course of veterinary surgery and 
medicine, and is now prosperously practising as a 
“ horse-doctoress.” This is evidently a new pro- 
fession for young damsels, and the Paris “lady vet.” 
is (the Daily Telegraph’s correspondent says) un- 
doubtedly the first of her sex in this country who 
has ever qualified herself by a course of hippo path- 
ology for the useful task of prescribing remedies for 
the cure of the diseases of animals. It is to be pre- 
sumed, however, that the lady will not continue to 
compete with the male vets. in treating horses, but 
that she will confine herself to the lighter labour of 
alleviating the sufferings of sick lap-dogs. 


Vice Versa. 
Veterinary surgeon to his new assistant: “ You 
must take this tube, Pat, fill it with the powder, in- 
sert it into the horse’s mouth, and give a quick, 
sharp blow.” Vet. ten minutes later: ‘“ What’s the 
trouble, Pat?” Pat: “'Troth, sor, the horse blowed 
first 


Phonetie Reporting or Mixed Pathology ? 
The Dorchester farmer, named Cadel, who was 
charged at Oxford, on Saturday, with cruelly ill-using 
horses, seems to have possessed a team of animals in 
quite a remarkable condition. One was suffering 
“from a contracted foot and tendrous atrophy of the 
muscles, and a dislocation of the near fore fetlock ; 
anotherfrom a fractured hip and ribs, with dislocation 
of the patilla bones; and third from angyloses and 
swelling of the near knee joint, malformation cf the 


Edinburgh ; and Mr, A. C. Cope, Chief Inspector, 


foot, greasy hind legs, and a large sore on the back.” 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


ANATOMY TEACHING. 
Sir. 
At the College I am a student at, our anatomy classes are 
very strangely arranged. I am in Class A, and for the first 
art of the term we had two teachers. One gentleman 
ectured on Anatomy of the Horse, whilst the other lectured 
us on Comparative Anatomy of other animals, and some- 
times got on to a subject about which we had never 
heard before. Of course we did not understand half 
of what was said. How could we follow the Comparative 
Anatomy of the Skull when we had only reached the legs 
of the horse with the other teacher ? 

This was altered in time, and then one professor took 
over both classes, and we hoped to have things made plain 
to our puzzled heads. 

Still, Mr. Editor, we are not satisfied, as although only 
one lecturer teaches, he retains the two classes separate. 
Would it not be much simpler and easier for us if the 
Comparative Anatomy was all one course with the other, 
and the differences might then be explained when the 
ordinary anatomy was fresh in our minds. 

Perhaps, Sir, I am all wrong, and this separation is the 
proper way to teach us, but you have lately been writing 
about the teaching of Anatomy, and I thought I would ask 
you to publish this.—Yours respectfully, ‘‘ Trpro-Tarsau,” 

P.S.—I have been four months at College and have 
never dissected yet. If we go into the room the other 
classes think we are intruding, and express it forcibly. 


Sir, 

Could you find space for a short comment upon an ar- 
ticle entitled ‘‘ Professional ? Advertising” that appeared 
in your issue of the 2nd inst.? 

Anent the writer’s sneers at ‘‘a wonderful Vesicant, 
invented by a M.R.C.V.S. in Limerick,” which, a few lines 
further on, is dubbed a quack medicine, may I, as an out- 
sider, be permitted to demand his definition of a quack 
medicine? To my unprofessional instincts, a quack medi- 
cine is one prepared and -sold by an unqualified person ; or 
by any qualified practitioner, who knows it to be an im- 
position. Now, if the writer of the article in question 
is in earnest, let him expose the inventor of this 
Vesicant as a pseudo M.R.C.V.S., let him stand from behind 
the screen of anonymity, that an appreciative public and a 
deserving profession may recognize and reward their bene- 
factor. Further, too, in the general interest, let him 


demonstrate the utterly worthless nature of this prepara- 
tion, by proving its incapability of doing what its pro- 
prietor asserts. Unless your contributor shews it and, 
therefore, its author to be a fraud, and those who have 
written testimonials in its favour to be either dupes or 
liars—unless he is both willing and able to do that, I ask— 
How does this Vesicant, whose excellence I know of many 
to attest, and which I believe to be dispensed and sold by 
a throughly qualified practitioner, come under the category 
of quack medicines ? 

Professional enthusiasm ze in a youth who had not 
completed his professional dentition) would hardly find 
expression in any unwarranted attack upon a senior mem- 
ber of that profession, and, I shall therefore, be glad if 
your complainant will further explain the position which I 
fear I have not taken in. Public confidence and esteem 
for what should be regarded as a high and useful profession 
can scarcely be won by its members openly impugning 
(except -with irrefragable proof) the integrity of old prac- 
titioners and holding them up to ridicule and contempt. 

Ipso Facto. 


Late Advertisements 


FOR IMMEDIATE DISPOSAL 
‘THROUGH death, good country practice, return- 
ing over £30) yearly ; capable of extension ; 
established and carried on by late proprietor for 20 
years, For particulars apply, C. Carrer, Cross 
Keys, Bolsover, nr. Chesterfield. 


TO VETERINARY SURGEONS. 
WANTED by an experienced Veterinary Surgeon 
of seven years qualification, an engagement as 
Assistant or Manager. Used to town and country 


practice. Highest testimonials. Address, ALPHA, 
c/o Messrs. Brown, 20 Fulbam Road, London, 8.W. 


TO VETERINARY SURGEONS 
A M.R.C.V.S. would be glad to hear of vacancy 


for Improver. Has seen practice. Address, 
V.S., 20 Fulham Road, London, 8.W. 


Terms of Subscription. 


For Great Britain and Countries in the Postal Union, 
including Canada and U.S.A. 


Twelve months, £015 0 
Six ” ee ee ee 0 7 6 
Three 03 9 


Extra Postage perannum: South Africa, West Indies, 
Australia and New Zealand 2/2; India 4/4. 


Will Subscribers please notify the Publishers in case 
of not receiving ‘‘ The Record.” Notice of inaccuracies in, 
or change of address should also be sent to the Publishers, 


Messrs H. & W. Brown, 20 Fulham Road, London, §.W. 


Terms for Advertisements. 
Business ANNOUNCEMENTS— 


Whole page £2 0 0O| Back page £3 0 0 
Half 1 5 O| Half 115 0 
Quarter ,, 015 0] Front Half page 2 0 0 


Professional Requirements 


Five lines or under 2/6 (exclusive of heading) each line 
additional, 6d.—an average of eight words in a line. 

For two insertions 4/-; for three 5/-; if more than five 
lines 6d. per insertion extra. 


Remittance must accompany the order, and if replies are to be 
address c/o Publishers, should include a few stamps to 
cover forwarding. 


All communications respecting spaces for ApvERTISEMENTS to be addressed to 
MESSRS. TINCKLER & McNAUGHT, 57 Charing Cross, London, S.W. 


All communications to ensure insertion the same week should be delivered at the office not later than Wednesday morning 
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